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It was specifically stated that it is only when
he speaks ex cathedra that the Pope is infallible,
and it has been held by eminent canonists, includ-
ing Newman, that the authority of the Pope in
matters of doctrine is only infallible when the
Pope specifically states that he is imposing on the
faithful an obligation to believe under pain of
heresy and all its consequences. And it is im-
portant to remember that no infallible decree has
been issued by the Vatican since 1870. It is
indeed always the policy of Rome, as was said
at the time by one of the Italian Cardinals, that,
while the Church is rigid in the proclamation of its
laws, in their application it always takes into con-
sideration "the natural weaknesses of mankind."

Nothing is perhaps more remarkable in the
history of 1870 than the promptness with which
the Opposition prelates loyally accepted the find-
ings of the majority. Ullathorne, who had been
hesitant all through the proceedings of the Council,
much to Manning's irritation, wrote, when he
returned to Birmingham, " that if the formal
definition of the Papal Infallibility is new, the
doctrine is not new; it is as old as the Christian
religion and has ever lived in the practical sense
of the Church. To deny it before it was defined
was considered as being near to heresy; to deny
it after its definition is to fall into actual heresy/*